
(1867 – 1952) 
Bean an Uadallach, born Emily Burke, she went 

to England as a nurse and spent time in Russia as 
a companion for the Tsar‘s daughter. In 1906 she 

joined the Gaelic League and moved to Achill with 
her husband. When he died she employed sculptor 

William Pearse (brother of Padraig Pearse) to 
make a celtic cross for his grave. She became the 

president of the Gráinne Mhaol Branch of Conradh 
Na Gaeilge in Achill. She was an active member of 

Cumann na mBan and was good friends with Maud 
Gonne and Kathleen Lynn. In 1914 Mrs Weddall 
and Darrell Figgis were present at the funeral of 
Diarmuid O’Donovan Rossa when Padraig Pearse 

gave his famous oration. They laid the first wreath 
on the grave ‘Ó Acaill’, a clear indication of the 

schools importance at that time.She was arrested 
on her way to Dublin during the 1916 rising.

She is buried in the republican plot in Glasnevin 
Cemetary.

(1882-1925) 
He was born in Dublin and spent 10 years in India 
as a child, he moved from London to Achill Island. 

He attended Scoil Acla Summer School to learn 
Irish and to gain an appreciation of Irish culture. He 

was a poet and a dramatist and wrote under the 
name “Michael Ireland”.

He joined the Irish Volunteers in Dublin in 1913 
and whilst living in Achill he organised the original 
Battalion of Volunteers. He trained volunteers on 
Keel beach and was a central figure in a group of 
gun runners who financed and supplied German 

rifles to the Volunteers. He was involved in drawing 
up the Constitution of the Free State.

Figgis was arrested and interned by the British 
authorities between 1916 and 1917 in Reading 

Gaol.
At the 1917 Sinn Féin Ard-Fheis he was elected 

Honorary Secretary of Sinn Féin and elected to Dáil 
Eireann.

Anna Agnes Mary McMahon was born on 16 May 
1871 in Cork city, her Father was a bank manager 

and her mother was a relative of Daniel O’ Connell. 
She was known as Anita and was educated in 

England where she became friends with Thomas 
Hardy and spent time in Germany, France and 

Italy. In 1912 she came to Achill to participate in 
Scoil Acla. She worked with Mrs Weddall whereby 

they advocated on behalf of the poor people of 
Achill. She protested against the Landlords in 

Achill and approached the bishop of Tuam to send 
Nuns to Keel. She was an activist and a member 
of Cumann na mBan, locally she was known as 

“Aunty McMahon”. She was influential in directing 
the attention of the Gaelic League to the economic 

plight of the people, and not just promoting the 
Irish language.
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(1874-1963)
Having grown up in the Georgian splendour of 

Lisdonagh House in Caherlistrane, Co. Galway Eva 
made the remote Achill Island her home. She studied 

millinery in Paris at the end of the 19th century, where 
she knew Countess Markievitcz. She established a 

Knitting Industry in Dooagh and employed many local 
girls. She was a very influential and well educated lady 

with a deep passion for all things Irish and cultural. 
While living in Achill she tried to remain elusive but 

she corresponded regularily with Kathleen Clarke and 
other notable Republican women such as Dr Kathleen 

Lynn and Máire Comerford all her life. By 1914 Eva 
was a member of Cumann na mBan in Dublin and she 
may have been one of the sixteen couriers known as 
‘basket-women’ during the Rising - so called because 
they carried messages in the baskets of their bikes. 
Eva would cycle in from the city’s outskirts, bluffing 

her way past sentries by bursting into tears and 
claiming to have a sick relative in need.

(1886-1971) 
Born in Oxford in England he was first introduced 
to Irish language and culture through his father 

a professor of Classical languages. His sister 
Marguerite Chavasse came to Achill to set up a Lace 

School in Keel. Claude was friends with Frances 
Trench and decided to visit Achill and become 
involved in Scoil Acla. In January 1916 he was 

arrested when he refused to speak English to police.
He was arrested again on the 10th May 1916 and 

was detained in Richmond barracks for 6 days 
during the rising. He wrote to the Chief Secretary 
for Ireland campaigning about the treatment of 
prisoners. He was quietly released without trial.  

He was an avid Irish speaker and refused to speak 
English. He was the secretary of the Knocknacarra 
branch of Conradh na Gaeilge in Galway. He was 

elected as the Galway representative for Sinn Fein 
at the Ard Fheis in 1949 under the name Cluad de 

Ceabhasa.

Born Francis Hugh Power in England he was well educated 
and a member of the Gaelic League. He founded the Irish 
pipers Club in London in 1905. In 1913 he moved to Achill 

as a “muinteoir taistil” and worked in Achill Beg until 1922. 
He had a profound interest in Irish language and culture 

and he wanted to play his part in its preservation. He  was 
a progressive teacher and taught the children astronomy, 
backgammon, sailing and chess. It is recorded that he did 

not use corporal punishment which was indeed a rare thing 
at the time. Being an experienced sailor he owned a boat 

called the “St Patrick” which he travelled in.
During his time in Achill he was actively involved in Scoil 
Acla and in promoting the Irish language and culture. He 
was a fluent Irish speaker and Achill’s first Bagpipe player. 
Like Claude Chevasse he wore traditional dress (a kilt) to 
express his Irish identity. He wrote letters regarding the 
organisation of petitions to secure clemency for Roger 
Casement during July 1916.He was a republican and 

travelled to surrounding areas to canvas for Sinn Féin during 
the 1918 elections. He also used the name Frainc De Paor.
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